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Dealing with Our Idols 

When we become spiritually born again into God’s family as His child, He expects us to 

love and honor Him as our heavenly Father. However, if our hearts become filled with 

love for other things more than our love for Him, those things become IDOLS in our life. 

An idol is really anything that we love or have as a priority more than God’s Word, will 

and ways. Idols consume our thinking, energy, time and even our money. It’s something 

that we are so focused upon having in our life that if we didn’t have it, we would be 

devastated. Jesus is still asking us this question, just as He asked His disciple Peter … 

(John 21:15) ...do you love Me more than these?" 

It is crucial for Christians to see how much our hearts are focused upon other things or 

other people as our priorities more than being focused upon God and His priorities. When 

this is the case these things have become our idols and God says this to His people who 

have idols in their life:  

(Ezek 6:9-10) "... recognize how hurt I am by your 

unfaithful hearts and lustful eyes that long for your idols. 

In the end you will hate yourselves for all your detestable 

sins... know that I alone am the Lord and that I was serious 

when I said I would bring great calamity as judgment upon 

you (because of having idols). NLT 

We have idols because we allow our carnal man (sinful nature) to decide… 

• What our focus will be upon as a priority over God and His priorities. 

• How much time, energy or money will be devoted to our idols. 

• How determined we are to keep our idols as a priority over God’s Word, will and 

ways.  

Finding out what our own idols are, will take honesty and sincere effort. Like weeds, our 

idols may have deep “spiritual” roots and also become such a part of our carnal human 

identity that we have trouble recognizing them as idols. 

Because of this, we have to ask God to reveal the idols of our heart and help us to see 

and recognize them as idols. Sometimes it helps to be aware of our emotional responses 

to various circumstances in our life, so we can identify them. We must start off by asking 

ourselves: What do I look for to give me   recognition/admiration or satisfaction so 

I can feel content, important, or feel good about myself? Consider the following points 

about identifying idols: 
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1. Being in control of all the details of our life is a big idol for many. We spend 

our days trying to orchestrate every detail of our life and of the lives of others. But 

because nothing is really in our control, we become anxious, worried, and agitated 

when things don’t go as WE have planned. 

(Isa 14:24, 26-27) The LORD says, Things will all happen 

as I have planned. It will be as I have decided... I have a 

plan for the whole earth ... who can change his plans?  

Listen to what this man who was an idol worshipper said when he 

finally came to his  

(Dan 4:35) All the people of the earth are nothing 

compared to him. He does as he pleases among the angels 

of heaven and among the people of the earth. No one can 

stop him or say to him, 'What do you mean by doing these 

things?' 

2. Do we need things to impress others, such as … 

o Careers/Education 

o Friends/ Marriage Partners/or Relationships 

o Family/Children 

3 Idolatry involves worshipping an image, including the one we create as our 

self-image. It is idolatry when we desire to find fulfillment or delight in being 

recognized as impressive …to our friends, family and even strangers. Or we may 

desire to be seen as victim, so we can receive sympathy or help from others by 

manipulating their emotions. Whenever we create an image, we want others to 

see, we are deceiving ourselves and them, in order to get something WE WANT. 

There is only ONE image Christians are to desire to be seen as: 

(Rom 8:29) ...be conformed to the image of his Son (Jesus 

Christ) ... 

4 This form of idolatry can also involve seeking admiration through our careers, 

education, or even our children; their love and admiration for us can become an 

idol, so we don’t correct or punish them as we should, for fear we will lose their 

admiration or love or when we are told that our children are admired …“so well 

behaved” or “so talented or smart” and this becomes a reflection upon ourselves 

…it feeds our prideful heart. We will want our children to be impressive because it 

is a reflection on us and may press them endlessly to excel. We may have an 

image of what our “perfect family” needs to look like, and when they let us down, 

we feel like a failure. Or if our children have limitations, and don’t excel, this may 

also shatter our selfish dreams. Anything impressive that we possess, are able to 

accomplish or become as a person, all honor should be given to God, and not 
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allowed to feed a prideful self-image. Like Jesus, true Christians will not receive 

admiration from those who serve their father the devil… instead like Jesus, they 

will be mocked, scorned and persecuted, because they bear the image of their 

God (Father). 

5 When recognition and admiration are idols in our life, what WE DO or what we 

POSSES will be used to impress others and cause us to feel superior to those who 

don’t DO what we do or POSSESS what we have.  

6 These idolatrous prideful desires can become an all-consuming, they will be 

more important in our life than God’s Word, will and ways. Our friends, children or 

families can become idols when we live for them and always try to make them 

happy and seek to find our fulfillment in and through their approval of us. Then, 

when they don’t respond to us as we desire or fail us in some way, we become 

devastated, discouraged, frustrated and offended. 

When we have idols in our hearts God will allow His people to become deceived by 

following false prophets that cause those who are deceived to be removed from among 

His people.  Why? Because they have chosen their idols over Him… and idols will be 

ruling their minds, will and emotions. God wants to be our Lord… and not idols! 

(Ezek 14:4-8)... 'This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My 

people have set up idols in their hearts and fallen into sin, 

and then they go to a prophet asking for a message. So I, the 

Lord, will give them the kind of answer their great idolatry 

deserves... I will do this to capture the minds and hearts of 

all my people who have turned from me to worship their 

detestable idols...'"Therefore, tell the people 'This is what the 

Sovereign Lord says: Repent by turning away from your 

idols, and stop all your detestable sins... I, the Lord, will 

answer all those... who reject me and set up idols in their 

hearts and so fall into sin, and who then come to a prophet 

asking for my advice... I will turn against such people and 

make a terrible example of them, 

eliminating them from among 

my people. Then you will know 

that I am the Lord. 

When God brings an idol to our attention, are 

we immediately willing to humbly confess it as 

sin and repent by turning away from it? 

Turning away from our idols means turning 

away from sin and turning to follow God’s Word 

(Jesus Christ). True repentance releases 

God’s grace so that His Word becomes the 

source for our choices and for creating a living 

relationship with His Spirit within our spirit that 

Repentance is Not… 

• Asking God for 
forgiveness 

• It is Not telling God 
you are sorry 
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generates His spiritual life within us. This is what Jesus (the “logos” Word) said concerning 

the Words (“rhema”) or what God speaks to us when we read the “logos” word in the 

Bible: 

(John 6:63) It’s the Spirit who gives life; the (carnal) flesh (i.e. and its 

idols) accomplishes nothing. The words that I’ve spoken to you are 

spirit and life. ISV 

 

We can’t simply try harder to avoid idols. We can’t just resolve to resist them. We have to 

get rid of them by focusing our hearts on God’s Word, to find His will and ways. He alone 

must be the source for our satisfaction, contentment and delight. In order for this to 

happen, we must be willing to die to our carnal self-centered desires. When this happens, 

we will dwell in, meditate on, and saturate our hearts with the truth from God’s Word. 

Then His love and grace will fill our heart enabling us to obey His Word. 

The more we rest in and trust in what we read in God’s Word, the more our love for God 

through Jesus Christ (the Word) grows and the more we desire to honor Him above our 

carnal desires until our love for God overflows, drowning out and washing away the idols 

in our heart. 

IN CONCLUSION: 

If we love God we will be lovers of God’s Word as given to us in the Bible. The Bible is 

100% TRUTH and Jesus, who was God in the Flesh while He was on earth, said this: 

(John 14:6) Jesus said unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the 

life: no man comes unto the Father (our source for the way to spiritual 

truth and life), but by me (Jesus is the Word of God). 

(John 1:1, 14) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God ... And the Word was made flesh, 

and dwelt among us... (this is describing JESUS… THE WORD) 

Obeying the Word (Jesus) even when our carnal nature does not want to do so, tells God 

we love Him more than the desires of our sinful carnal nature. When we obey the ungodly 

desires of our carnal nature that do not agree with the Bible, these desires become our 

idols. This is especially true when it comes to our relationships. The Apostle Paul warned 

the Christians in the church of Corinth, to not associate with anyone who says they are a 

Christian and still practices sinning.  

Paul said that Christians who will not repent (turn away from their sin and turn to following 

God’s Word, will and ways) are not to be associated with. He turned these kinds of 

Christians over to Satan, so that their sinful ways would give the devil the right to steal, 

kill and cause destruction in their carnal life as punishment for choosing to NOT OBEY 

the Holy Spirit but instead were choosing to obey their sinful desires. This may sound like 

an unloving or harsh thing to do, but it was a true act of love because it was done to 

benefit them …with the hope that the trouble the devil would create in their life would 
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cause them to call on God and repent, so in the end their spirit would have eternal life 

with God and live in a new resurrection body in His kingdom. Here is what the Apostle 

Paul said about this… 

(1 Cor 5:3, 5, 9-13) 
3 (Paul said) I ... passed judgment on this person... (the professing Christian who 
was practicing sin and was unrepentant). 

5 I delivered this person unto Satan for the destruction of their flesh (sinful carnal 
nature), so that their spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus (the day they 
stand in judgment before Him). 

9 I told you not to associate with people who indulge in sexual sin (why? Because 

sexual sin is associated with rebellion/ sorcery i.e. seducing [bewitching] spirits and 

idolatry/ stubbornness). 

10 But I wasn't talking about unbelievers (non-Christians) who indulge in sexual sin, or 

people who are greedy, or those cheat people, or worship idols. You would have to 

leave this world to avoid people like that. 

11 I meant that you are not to associate with ANYONE who claims to be a believer 

in Jesus Christ, yet indulges in sexual sin, or is greedy, or worships idols, or is 

abusive, or is a drunkard, or cheats people. Don't even eat with such people. 

12 It isn't my responsibility to judge outsiders (non-Christians), but it certainly is your 

responsibility to judge those inside the church (claiming to be Christians) who are 

choosing to sin. 

13 God will judge those on the outside; but as the Scriptures say, "You must (judge and) 

remove the evil (unrepentant) person (professing Christian) from among you." ALT 

                                                                                  

 
Tell me who your friends are, and 

this will tell me who you are! 
If your friends are those who practice sinning 

and don’t respect God’s Word, will and 

ways… 

GUESS WHO YOU WILL END UP BEING 

ALSO? 

SIN IS CATCHY!! 

“IF YOU SLEEP WITH DOGS, YOU’LL END 

UP WITH THEIR FLEAS!” 

 

Every day we must: “ 
... choose this day whom we will serve; ...as for me and my house, we will 

serve the Lord... God forbid that we should forsake the Lord, to serve (idols).                                   

(Josh 24:15-16) 


