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INTRODUCTION 

 
 
 

n 1983 I received God’s call to teach His word to His Holy 
Nation—the Church of Jesus Christ. At that time I had no 
doubts concerning my calling and ministry. I had spent the 

previous few years desperately seeking God because I wanted to 
know how to hear Him speak to me. It was during those years of 
seeking Him through the word, that I came to recognize His voice. 
As I would ask Him questions or ponder and wonder about many 
things—I would hear Scriptures that would spring up like living water 
within me... 

Num 21:16-17 

I will give them water." ..."Spring up, O well! 

As I would meditate upon those Scriptures—the Lord would 
speak to me about them in answer to my questions, ponderings and 
wonderings. There were also times I would also hear questions from 
Lord—knowing He wanted me go to the Word to find the answers— 
where he would teach me and reveal to me His word. Therefore, 
when I heard that “inward voice” (that I often heard as I studied the 
word), tell me I was called to be His minister and teach what He was 
revealing to me, I had no doubts about my call or ministry. I soon 
found out however, that many Bible believing Christians did not 
share 

I 



WOMEN IN MINISTRY A Biblical and Historical Perspective 

2 

 my enthusiasm or my confidence in my call to ministry.  I 
found that those who questioned or objected to women in 
ministry based their beliefs on only two verses of Scripture that 
seemed to say women had to be silent in the church. I knew God had 
called me and I also knew He would never do anything contrary to 
His word. Thus, I knew there had to be more to the verses being 
used, which said women had to be silent in the church, than what 
those in opposition to women ministers were seeing. 

I then embarked upon a thorough study of the issue of women in 
ministry and on women being silent in the church. The Lord revealed 
to me there was indeed a great deal more to this issue than your 
average Bible believing Christian understands. 

The reason this is so misunderstood is because Satan HATES 
women! They are the vessel that God chose to bring forth the 
Messiah who would ultimately destroy him. Therefore, Satan has used 
cultural mindsets and false denominational teaching to keep women 
from taking their rightful place in positions of leadership and in 
ministry. 

It is my earnest desire that the reader of this booklet ask the Holy 
Spirit to give them clear revelation and insight as they meditate on the 
what is put forth in this study. May we all strive to help one another 
fulfill the call and eternal destiny that God has given to each of us as 
members of the universal church of Jesus Christ. 
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Chapter 1 

A Biblical Perspective on Women in Ministry 

 
 

hat does the Bible really say about this issue? Is there a 
scriptural basis for a woman to be in any position of 
authority or leadership in the church? I would like to 

encourage both men and women, who have embraced teaching that 
says women are disqualified as ministers and leaders—to be open to 
what the word of God plainly says on this matter. Only then can men 
and women of God fulfill His calling upon their lives. 

We as Christians are going to be held accountable for how we 
have helped or hindered our fellow believers by what we preach and 
teach. This is a solemn warning to those in leadership positions. Just 
because we have believed something our whole life, or because our 
denomination or culture teaches us something is right—doesn't 
mean it is Biblically correct. If you have a problem with seeing 
women in positions of leadership, please… prayerfully seek the 
Lord with an open heart on this issue as you proceed through 
the pages of this booklet. 

Let us start by reading the following promises from the prophet Joel. 
This prophecy was fulfilled at Pentecost, and as we draw closer to 
the End Times, we can expect to see it fulfilled in much greater 
dimensions. The following text in (Act 2:17-19) states that both men 

W 
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and women are going to be anointed with God’s God’s Holy Spirit and 
be given spiritual gifts by Him.  

(Acts 2:17-18) "And it shall come to pass in the last 

days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all 

flesh: and your sons and your daughters s h a l l  

prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and 

your old men shall dream dreams: And on my servants 

and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of 

my Spirit; and they shall prophesy... KJV 

(Galatians 3:28) "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there 
is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 
female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus." KJV 

Can a Woman Teach a Man in a Church Assembly? 

Although the Bible makes it clear that there is "neither male nor 
female" in Christ—why is it t h e n ,  certain verses in the New 
Testament seem to forbid women from ministry positions in the 
church, if male and female distinction is not to be an issue among those 
who are body members in Christ? It is mainly because two commonly 
quoted texts that are used to disqualify a woman from teaching a man 
are not being “rightly divided”—and need to be examined in light of 
their true context, cultural and historical setting—and most importantly 

in light of the literal word meanings 
found in the original Greek text in which 
they were written. The fruit (surface text) 
of God’s word is wonderful, however, the 
deeper root meanings are worth digging 
for.   

I am sad to say that there are those 
who will not read anything but the King 
James Version of the Bible, because they 
believe it is the only inspired version of 
the Bible. However, the Bible was not 
written in King James English, it was 

originally written in the Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic languages. By not 
being able to see the fullness of what was originally inspired and written 
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in these languages, the fullness of 
what God is saying is often 
misunderstood or missed entirely.   

Why are Women to be Silent in the 
Church? 

Following is the first text in which I 
want to examine some very important 
key words from the original Greek text, 
so that a clearer picture will emerge concerning the subject of why 
women are told by the Apostle Paul to be silent in the church … 

(1 Cor 14:23, 33-35) 

    23If therefore the whole church be come 

together into one place, and all speak with 

tongues, and there come in those that are 

unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say that 

ye are mad? 

    26How is it then, brethren? When ye come 

together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a 

doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, and 

has an interpretation. Let all things be done unto 

edifying. 

 33For God is not the author of confusion, but 

of peace, as in all churches of the saints. 

34Let your women keep silence in the 

churches: for it is not permitted unto them to 

speak; but they are commanded to be under 

obedience, as also saith the law. 

35And if they will learn anything, let them ask 

their husbands at home: for it is a shame for 

women to speak in the church. KJV 
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In the above text the Apostle Paul states that there were two 
reasons that confusion was going on in the local assembly of saints. The 
first reason was because both men and women were causing confusion 
by speaking in tongues and prophesying in a disorderly manner—which 
he goes on to address in (vs’s 27-31) of this chapter.  

The second reason there was confusion is because wives were 
having conversations with their husbands during the meeting—in order 
to try and learn or understand something.  

These conversations with their husbands were causing a confusing 
disturbance. Therefore Paul tells them to keep silence… And if they will 
learn anything, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame 
for women to speak (to talk i.e. out loud) in the church. The phrase 
keep silence literally means to hold one’s peace.1  

Thus, in (vs. 34) above, Paul is not forbidding females to use a 
teaching gift in an assembly, he is instead addressing the issue of 
married women in the assembly who are out of order—because they 
were causing a disturbance by talking with their husbands in order to 
learn or be taught something.  

Therefore,  Paul  is  not address ing a  female versus male 
issue—he is  instead address ing  a  husband—wife issue. Why do 
I say this? Because the word “women” as used in the above verses, is 
translated from the Greek word (Strong’s 1135) gune (goo-nay'), which 
i s  u s e d  w h e n  referring to a wife. The other Greek word used for  
woman  is (Strong’s 2338) thelus (thay'-loos), which  refers  to a 
female (married or unmarried). However, when referring to a married 
woman, the word gune is always used, and never thelus.  

Before I examine the second text that is commonly used to disqualify 
females from being able to teach a male—I also want to make a 
distinction between the words husband and male. The Greek word 
(Strong’s 730) arrhen (ar'-hrane); is used when referring specifically to a 
male (married or unmarried) in the New Testament Scriptures and—as I 

                                                           
1 Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance, (NT:4601) sigao(see-gah'-o);  
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have already mentioned—the word (Strong’s 2338) thelus (thay'-loos) 
is used when specifically referring to females (married or unmarried). 
These are the words that are used in the text below because this verse 
is specifically referring to males and females (married or unmarried)… 

(Galatians 3:28) "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there 
is neither bond nor free, there is neither male (arrhen) 
nor female (thelus) for ye are all one in Christ Jesus." KJV 

 I mention this because in the text we have just examined in                      

(1 Cor 14:23, 33-35) and in the following text in (1 Tim 2:10-14), neither 

of these words are used when referring to the “men” and the “women” 

being addressed. Instead the Greek words (Strong’s 435) aner (an-ayr′) 

which means husband is used when talking about the “man” and the 

Greek word (Strong’s 1135) gune (goo-nay'), which means wife is used 

when talking about the “woman” in these texts. Thus, the  Apostle Paul 

is addressing an issue that pertains to husbands and wives in an 

assembly.  

Now let’s examine the following text that is also used to disqualify 

females from holding a teaching position in the church. The context 

again is addressing a specific husband (aner) and wife (gune) issue and 

not females and males in general.  

(1 Tim 2:8-14)                                                                                 
8I desire therefore that the men (aner i.e. husbands) 
pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath 
and doubting;  
9in like manner also, that the women (gune i.e. wives) 

adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety 

and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls 

or costly clothing,    

10But that which becomes women (gune i.e. wives) 

professing godliness with good works… 

11Let the woman (gune i.e. wife) learn (gain 

understanding) in silence (in tranquility) with all 
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subjection (with complete submission). 

12But I suffer not a woman (gune- wife) to teach, nor 

to usurp authority over the man (aner i.e. husband), 

but to be in silence (stay calm). **Because of the work 

order in the Greek text, this verse can also be 

translated as follows:  when being taught-- wives it is 

not permitted—never to dominate their husbands, but 

exist in a state of tranquility and remain undisturbed. 
*Interlinear Transliterated Bible 

13For Adam was first formed, then Eve. 
14And Adam was not deceived, but the woman 
being deceived was in the transgression. KJV 
(Parenthesis mine for clarification). 

In (vs. 12)—which is most used 
by those who oppose women 
ministers—there are two words 
that are important to understand in 
the original Greek, in order to have 
the right understanding of this text.  
 

The first word that needs to 
be understood is the word teach 
(strong’s 1321) didasko (did-as′-ko) 

for it can also be translated to learn or to know. According to Thayer's 
Greek Lexicon2 it means: to hold a discourse (conversation) for the 
purpose of instruction. This agrees with what Paul previously addressed 
in (1 Cor 14:35) when he told the wives to stop talking in church 
because… if they wanted to learn anything, let them ask their 
husbands at home. Again, this is about a wife having a conversation 
with her husband because she was wanting to learn something him. It 
had nothing do with a female being silenced from holding a teaching 
position among males in a Christian assembly.  

the second Greek word that needs to be clearly understood in 
its original meaning is the Greek word translated as silence. When 
husbands do teach their wives what they desire to know it was to be 
done in silence—which in this case does not mean she is not allowed to 

                                                           
2 Thayer's Greek Lexicon. Copyright © 2000, 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc.   
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speak. The word silence in the above text i n  ( 1  T i m  2 : 1 1 ) is 
n o t  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h e  w o r d  s i l e n c e  a s  u s e d  i n  
( 1 C o r 1 4 : 3 4 )  t h a t  m e a n t  s t o p  t a l k i n g .  I t  i s  t h e  
G r e e k  w o r d  (Strong’s 2271) hesuchia (hay-soo-khee'-ah) which 
means to be tranquil and undisturbed. The word teach as used in               
(1 Tim 2:11-12) is (Strong’s 1321) which is the Greek word didasko   
(did-as'-ko).  

The Complete Word Study Dictionary,3 s t a t e s  this word c a n  
b e  u s e d  t o  refer to shaping or influencing (i.e. manipulating) 
another person’s will through what is communicated. Thus, in                 
(1 Tim 2:12) due to its context—this verse is not talking about females 
being prohibited from teaching males in a Christian assembly—but 
rather it is about teaching wives it is prohibited to dominate their 
husbands and also to remain (emotionally) undisturbed not try to 
influence or manipulate their husbands by becoming disturbed. Let’s 
face it women are good at influencing their husbands through their 
emotions. 

What the Apostle Paul  is teaching here is also confirmed by  the 
Apostle Peter when he admonished married women to remain meek 
and quiet , which is the same Greek for silent (Strong’s 2271) hesuchia)  
as used by Paul in (1 Tim 2:12).  Both apostles were telling married 
women to adorn themselves with right attitude and behavior towards 
their husbands. 

    (1 Peter 3:1-5) 
1 Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own 

husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may 
without the word be won by the conversation (behavior 
and attitude) of the wives; 

2While they behold your chaste conversation coupled 
with fear. 

                                                           
3 The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament © 1992 by AMG International, Inc. 

Revised Edition, 1993 
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3Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning 
of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting 
on of apparel; 

4But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that 
which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great 
price. 

5For after this manner in the old time the holy 
women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, 
being in subjection unto their own husbands. KJV  

 It becomes clear why it is so important to clearly understand 
the context and the literal meanings to the key words in these often 
misused texts. Thus, these original word meanings reveals what has 
been misunderstood by those who teach that women must be silent 
and c a n not teach a male or even speak in a church assembly.  

When the  Apost le  Paul wrote to the Corinthians, he was 
dealing with a church that was out of order. Because he wrote 
correcting the excesses and abuses that were occurring, some of which, 
as we have stated, did pertained to married women in particular while 
others were addressed to the entire church. Because of this  
there are those who feel Paul had a woman issue because he 
instructed the Corinthian married women to keep silent. But as we 

have seen this didn’t 
mean they could not 
speak or teach in a 
church assembly—it 
meant they were to 
remain undisruptive 
and emotionally calm. 
It is important to 
note that in the early 
Eastern Church the 
seating arrangement 
was quite different 
from our modern 
Western Church. Thus 

  WOMEN 

A modern day Jewish assembly 

MEN 
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it may be that the early assemblies followed the Jewish tradition found 
in the synagogues of men being seated on one side of the building 
while the women and children were seated elsewhere—which is still 
practiced in many cultures today. A l s o ,  the women of Christ's day 
were generally uneducated and usually only the men were privileged 
with an education. Due to this situation, it is easy to see when the 
church met that women were tempted to converse with their 
husbands concerning what was being read or discussed during the 
meeting. Because of the new equality that Christianity brought to 
women, it could be that some of them were taking their freedom too 
far, to the point of being disruptive. It should also be considered that at 
the time Paul wrote his epistle to Timothy, the issue of severe heresies 
and false teachings were a problem. It is evident that many of those 
who were advocating these heresies—as well as those who were 
embracing them were women.  

(Tim 3:6-7) For of this sort are they which creep into 
houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, 
led away with divers lusts… Ever learning, and never 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth. KJV 

The historic and cultural context for these texts are also 
important to take into consideration. Timothy was a minister in 
Ephesus, which was a primary center for goddess worship— due to the 
worship of the pagan goddess Diana, this played a large part in why Paul 
had to deal with unruly women. Goddess worship involved usurping 
dominance over men. Because of these things, one can understand why 
the interpretation of these verses must be in light of the literal 
word meanings as well as the historical and cultural context.  

O n l y  M A L E S  i n  L e a d e r s h i p  R o l e s ?   

It is also imperative to understand the verses of Scripture that 
apply to positions of authority and leadership within the church. A 
study of the original Greek text in those verses that give the 
qualifications for leadership—makes it clear that women are nowhere 
excluded from filling leadership roles within an assembly. Many times 
the qualifications for being an elder, deacon or bishop are said to only 
be filled by males—because the English pronouns him and he are used 
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in the three texts that I will examine—which give the qualifications for 
these leadership positions. It may, however, come as a surprise to those 
who oppose women ministers—to find that in the original Greek texts—
the male pronouns him or he are actually neuter pronouns—which 
means a male or female is referred to. Following is an excerpt from the 
Spiritual Gifts Manual4 that explains this in further detail: 

“The following texts give the qualifications for the leadership 
positions of bishops, deacons and elders.   

o Qualifications of Bishops …(1 Tim 3:1-7 )This is a faithful 
saying: If a man (if any person) desires the office of a 
bishop, (he) desires a good work…A bishop then must be 
blameless, the husband of one wife, temperate, sober-
minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach…not 
given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but 
gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous…one who rules 
(his) own house well, having (his) children in submission 
with all reverence… for if a man (if any person) know not  
how to rule (his) own house, how will (he) take care of 
the church of God?…not a novice, lest being puffed up 
with pride (he) fall into the same condemnation as the 
devil…Moreover (he) must have a good testimony among 
those who are outside, lest (he) fall into reproach and the 
snare of the devil. KJV. 

 

                                                           
4 Spiritual Gifts Manual, Published by EXTENDED LIFE Christian Training Ministry, pg. 136  
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o  (Titus 1:5-13) For this reason I left you in Crete, that 

you should set in order the things that are lacking, and 

appoint elders in every city as I commanded you —  if 

any (neuter pronoun: if anyone) is blameless, the 

husband of one wife, having faithful children not 

accused of dissipation or insubordination. For a bishop 

must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-

willed, not quick-tempered, not given to wine, not 

violent, not greedy for money…but hospitable, a lover 

of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-

controlled…holding fast the faithful word as (he) has 

been taught, that (he) may be able, by sound doctrine, 

both to exhort and convict those who contradict… 

KJV. 

From these two texts It is often mistakenly assumed—by those who 
do not look to the Bible’s original Greek and Hebrew texts for greater 
translation clarity—that the offices of elder and bishop can only be held 
by males—thus  females are disqualified from holding any leadership 
position in the body of Christ. This mistaken assumption is because the 
English text in (1 Tim 3:1) states: if a man  desires the position of a 
bishop— and also because (Titus 1:5, 7) states: if a man is 
blameless…for a bishop must be blameless….”  

However, the Greek text does not support this idea that these 
statements are referring only to males as bishops. Because if the English 
phrase “if a man”—as used by the King James translators—is mistakenly 
understood to apply only to the male gender—it’s because of the failure 
to understand that the Greek text uses the neuter pronoun “ei tis” 5 
which can also be translated as if any person, or if anybody, or if 
whomsoever—(male or female)—desires the position of a bishop—or is 
blameless…for a bishop must be blameless.  

This then makes it inaccurate to assume that it is only the male 
gender that qualifies for the position of overseeing God’s people (as a 
bishop). This phrase if a man is an accurate translation if the word man 

                                                           
5 Strong’s #1536 
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is understood to refer to a person—male or female—such as when 
referring to “God and man”—meaning God and a person” (males and 
females) and not just “God and males.” In addition, the pronoun “he” is 
not found in the Greek text—but has been inserted by the translators—
to make for smoother reading. However, the inserted pronoun “he”  
should also be understood as being a neuter pronoun—“he” as referring 
to “anybody”—“whomsoever” or a “person”—male or female.  

The Husband of One Wife? 

o (1 Tim 3:8-13) Likewise must the deacons be grave, 
not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not 
greedy of filthy lucre…Holding the mystery of the 
faith in a pure conscience… And let these also first be 
proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, 
being found blameless… Even so must their wives be 
grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things… Let 
the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their 
children and their own houses well… For they that 
have used the office of a deacon well purchase to 
themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. KJV 

Another phrase found in the previous two texts (1 Tim 3:1-7 and 
Titus 1:5-13) which reveal the qualifications for a bishop (overseer)—is 
also found in the above text from (1 Tim 3:8-13) which addresses the 
qualifications for deacons. The phrase “husband of one wife”  as a 
qualification needs to be understood according to the literal Greek text 
as well as from a historical and cultural perspective. If being the 
“husband of one wife” is assumed to mean that an elder, deacon or 
bishop must be a male, it may also be assumed they are required to be 
married. There is no Biblical basis for either of these assumptions—as 
the Apostle Paul was not married, thus this phrase is referring to those 
in leadership who are married and the requirement is a “one wife per 
husband marriage”—or in other words a monogamous marriage—and 
not a polygamous one (a more than one wife marriage). Notice it is not 
stated that a husband could not be married to a wife with multiple 
husbands—because it was the husbands who had multiple wives and 
not the other way around. Polygamy was common among the pagan 
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cultures—therefore it is stated those in Christian leadership would not 
be blame free if polygamy were the case. Opponents to women being 
given leadership positions, teach  the husband of one wife as proof  for 
only  men  serving in these positions, fail to understand the cultural and 
historical context for this statement. According to Joyce George,6 when 
the Christian Church came into being, polygamy was still practiced by 
the Jews. That is why this requirement was given to the married men 
holding ministry offices.  

In (vs. 11) of the above text which states:  “Even so must their 
wives be grave, not slanderers…” this too must be correctly understood 
from the original Greek Text. The pronoun “their” is not found in the 
Greek text. Therefore, it should be rendered: “Even so wives (married 
women) must be grave, not slanders…” It is also important to note that 
in (vs. 13) the pronoun “they” is included, and this is the Greek pronoun 
(Strong’s 3588) ho (ho) and is also a neuter pronoun that refers to he or 
she. Thus “they” in (vs. 11) is referring to deacons who can be a “he, or 
she deacon.” 

I would also like to mention that those who try and use the text 
from (Titus 2:3-5) to say that women who are elders are to only 
teach younger women and cannot hold a ministry office as an elder 
or teacher, are using this text out of context also. The context for 
these verses are addressing the different responsibilities for those of 
various age groups within a local fellowship. It is not talking about 
ministry positions or offices. This text states the following: 

(Titus 2:3-5) The aged (elder) women likewise, that they 

be in behavior as becomes holiness, not false accusers, 

not given to much wine, teachers of good things… That 

they may teach the young women to be sober, to love 

their husbands, to love their children… To be discreet, 

chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own 

husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed. KJV 

                                                           
6Joyce, George (1933). Christian Marriage: An Historical and Doctrinal 

Study. Sheed and Ward. p. 560 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=George_Hayward_Joyce&amp;action=edit&amp;redlink=1
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The word aged is the Greek word (Strong’s 4247) presbutis        
(pres-boo′-tis). The CWSD7 states the following:  

This word is referring to being an old woman and 
cannot be taken to refer to the office of an elder leading 
a local church as does presbúteros (4245), meaning the 
office of an elder, which is equal to Epískopos (Acts 
20:17,28). That It refers to age, not office, is clear from 
the consecutive use of the word presbútas in referring 
to old men, not those in the office of an elder as 
leaders).  

For a more detailed study on ministry positions in a local 
fellowship see the Spiritual Gift Manual.8 

To Sum it All Up 

Paul's writings are sometimes misunderstood today 
because we do not look at the original Greek meanings to his 
words, or fail to determine the complete context of his letters 
and also because we do not know all the details that led him 
to write what he did. Because of these things—it still holds 
true what the Apostle Peter said, concerning those who 
misconstrue the meaning to Paul’s  words. 

 (2 Peter 3:16) ...His (Paul's) letters contain some 
things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and 
unstable people distort, as they do other Scriptures, 
to their own destruction". NKJV 

As we have examined in this study, in both of the churches in 
Corinth and Ephesus the Apostle Paul was addressing specific issues 
that needed correcting, and some of these issues involved women 
in these churches. In both cases he was establishing basic guidelines 
regarding the behavior of these women. Therefore, Paul was not 
making any hard and fast rules with regard to women in ministry. 
The precedence for women holding positons of leadership was 
already established in the Old Testament records—where women 

                                                           
7 Complete Word Studies Dictionary 
8 Spiritual Gifts Manual, Published by EXTENDED LIFE Christian Training Ministry, Published by 

EXTENDED LIFE Christian Training Ministry, ©2000 (pg. 105-147) 
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filled positions of leadership and ministry (such as prophets and 
judges). Even in the time of Jesus we see Anna who filled the office 
of a prophet in the temple at Jerusalem. (Lk 2:25-35). 

Thus, it is clear from a careful study of the Scriptures that 
women are not excluded from leadership roles within the body of 
Christ. As the Apostle Paul stated:  

(Gal 3:28) “there is to be no cultural (Jew or Greek)—
nor social or class distinctions (bond or free)—and 
also no male or female distinctions when it comes to 
being (in Christ) as a body member.”  

We are all one and the same when it comes to receiving the gifts 
and callings from God—they are not given according to these 
distinctions mentioned in the above verse. God chooses from among 
every culture, social class and gender—those who He desires to give 
his gifts to.  These gifts include the leadership gifts mentioned in      
(Eph 4:11) that both men and women are to receive. May we learn to 
accept and honor the gifts that God has given to each member of His 
body. 

 In the next chapter we will look at some of the women 
mentioned in the New Testament who were given leadership positions 
within local Christian assemblies. 
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Chapter 2 

WOMEN IN MINISTRY: More Biblical Proofs 

 
 

Through Scripture, church history and God's anointing, it becomes very 
evident that women are used by God to fulfill leadership positions 
through the five-fold offices of apostle, prophet, pastor, evangelist and 
teacher. Women have not been nor should they be excluded from 
equipping other saints (men and women) for the work of the ministry.               
(Eph 4:11-12) And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers ...for the equipping of the 
saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ… NKJV. 

Women Evangelists 

Kathryn Riss, in her web article that addresses the issue of women 
ministering as evangelists states the following: 

Jesus' Great Commission (Mt. 28:18-20, Mk. 16:15) to 
preach the Gospel and make disciples throughout the world 
was given to the entire church, both male and female. (Luke 
24:33-53) shows that the Commission and opening of their 
minds to understand the Scriptures were given to the whole 
company of believers, not only the Eleven. It was for the 
purpose of evangelism that Jesus sent His Holy Spirit to 
empower the whole company of believers who were waiting 
as directed in the upper room at Jerusalem. The book of Acts 
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testifies that at Pentecost, God's power was given both to 
men and to women for the purpose of bringing unbelievers to 
salvation (Acts 1:14- 15, 2:1-4; 14-21). At a later time,                    
(Acts 4:31) tells us that "the Holy Spirit fell on them all, and 
they all spoke the Word of God with boldness." This was not 
limited to just men. After Pentecost, the saints gathered, 
preached and healed publicly in Solomon's Portico, an area 
behind the eastern side of the Jerusalem Temple that was 
open to Gentiles and women (Acts 5:12-14) 

...St. Paul names several women as his "fellow- workers" in 
the Gospel (Rom 16:3,9,12). The Bauer- Arndt-Gingrich Greek 
Lexicon defines this word (sunergos) as "those who helped 
(Paul) in spreading the Gospel." (p. 795) Paul used this term 
not only for Timothy (Rom   16:21),Epaphroditus   (Phil   2:25),   
Clement (Phil. 4:3), Philemon (1), Mark and Luke (Philemon 
24), but also for  Priscilla  (Rom  16:3),  Euodia  and Synthyche 
(Phil 4:2-3). Other women Paul commends for their "labor in 
the Lord" are Mary, Persis, Tryphena and Tryphosa    
(Rom16:6, 12).9 

Women in Leadership Roles in the New Testament 

There are many Scriptural proofs—that women w e r e  indeed 
ministers in influential positions of leadership in the early church. Here 
are just a few Biblical examples of this. 

 Deaconess Pheobe (Romans 16:1-2) I commend unto you Phebe our 
sister, which is a servant (deacon) of the church which is at Cenchrea… That 
ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh saints, and that ye assist her in 
whatsoever business she hath need of you: for she hath been a succourer 
of many, and of myself also. KJV  This woman was deaconess of the church 
in Cenchrea, who was beloved of Paul and many other Christians for the 
help she gave to them. She filled an important position of leadership. It 
would be a difficult stretch of the imagination to say that this woman 
fulfilled her duties without ever speaking in the church! 

  
 

                                                           
9Kathryn Riss, Women In Church History, www.godswordtowomen.org  

http://www.godswordtowomen.org/
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o Pastor Priscilla (Acts 18:26) And he began to speak boldly in the 
synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him 
unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly. KJV 
Priscilla and her husband Aquila were respected by Paul. Together they 
pastored a church in Ephesus, and were responsible for teaching the 
full gospel to Apollos. We are informed that they both taught Apollos, and 
pastored the church together. In fact, Priscilla is sometimes listed ahead of 
Aquila when their names come up. This has led some to speculate that of 
the two, she was the primary teacher and her husband oversaw the 
ministry. At any rate, we see here a woman in a very prominent position of 
teaching and pastoring. (Other references to Priscilla and Aquila are (Acts 
18:2, 18; Romans 16:3, and I Corinthians 16:19). 

o Apostle Junia (Romans 16:7)  Salute Andronicus and Junia, my 

kinsmen, and my fellowprisoners, who are of note among the apostles, 

who also were in Christ before me. KJV  In this verse we see Paul sending 
greetings to Andronicus and Junia, his "fellow-prisoners" who are of note 
among the apostles. Junia is a woman's name. In some modern translations, 
an "s" has been added (Junias) because the translators were so sure a 
woman could not be an apostle, that they assumed a copyist has 
accidentally dropped the "s." However the proper male ending would have 
been "ius," not "ias." No church commentator earlier than the Middle Ages 
questioned that Junia was both a woman and an apostle. What does the 
Bible say? Paul calls Junia his kinsman and fellow prisoner. Like Paul, she had 
suffered persecution and imprisonment for the Gospel. Evidently, her 
ministry and faith were known even outside the church.10 

Sometimes we forget early Christians were under the iron fist of 
pagan Rome had to suffer to proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord. For Junia 
and Andronicus (perhaps her husband), being an apostle wasn't a matter of 

                                                           
10 Author Stephen Finlan notes that in the Corinthian and Roman letters, Paul addressed a number 
of women as "leaders". However, Finlan also affirms that Junia is “the only female apostle named in 
the New Testament.”[25] He writes that Junia is clearly a female name that was changed to the male 
"Junias" in the Latin ( Rome’s)  translations of the New Testament. In Paul's identification of her as a 
relative, as being "in Christ" before him and being "prominent among the apostles," Finlan finds it 
significant that Paul greeted her as an "apostle" in a straightforward, matter-of-fact way as if there 
was nothing unusual about a female apostle. In the Corinthian and Roman letters, Paul addressed a 
number of women as "leaders," but Junia is the only female apostle named anywhere in the New 
Testament. An excerpt from Finlan, Stephen. The Apostle Paul and The Pauline Tradition. Liturgical 
Press, 2008. ISBN 978-0-8146- 5271-8, p. 134 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Junia#cite_note-Finlan-25
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament
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privilege, but prison. Unlike today, 1st century believers honored the 
women ministers God gave them. Those who would diminish Junia's 
contribution should remember that Paul does not refer to her as a lesser 
apostle, but praises her as outstanding among the apostles. She was so 
outstanding an apostle that the pagan and Jewish persecutors of 
Christians saw her as dangerous and imprisoned  her  to  prevent  her  from 
continuing her apostolic mission  unsuccessfully, it seems, for she and 
Andronicus had been released and were bravely continuing to minister in 
the church at Rome when Paul sent his epistle there. 

o Euodia and Syntyche (Philippians 4:2-3): I beseech Euodias, and 
beseech Syntyche, that they be of the same mind in the Lord… And I intreat 
thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in 
the gospel, with Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, whose 
names are in the book of life. Here we see reference to two women who 
were "true yokefellow" and who labored with Paul by doing the work of the 
ministry for the advancement of the gospel. 

Though there were other women throughout the Bible in positions of 
leadership, such as prophetesses, evangelists, judges, etc., the above 
references should be enough to establish that women were indeed a 
vital and normal part of church leadership. Paul expected women to 
speak in the church, or else why would he have given the following 
directive? It would have been useless to give instructions for women 
who were to keep silent in the church…  

(1 Corinthians 11:5) "But every woman that prays or 
prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head: for 
that is even all one as if she were shaven." NKJV 
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Chapter 3 

WOMEN IN MINISTRY:A Historical Perspective 

 
 
 

omen holding positions of leadership in ministry has been a 
controversial issue since the conception of the Church. In this 
chapter I would like to share some information that I ran 

across from Historian Richard Riss, regarding women with ministries that 
have transformed lives throughout church history. 

Leaders In the Early Church 

by Richard M. Riss 

                          (http://www.godswordtowomen.org) 

Women have always been active in public ministry. On the pages of the 
New Testament we find mention of many who filled positions of 
leadership in the first century church. (Acts 2:19) mentions the four virgin 
daughters of Philip the evangelist as prophetesses who lived in his home at 
Caesarea, where Paul and his associates visited during his third missionary 
journey. Priscilla, or Prisca, and her husband Aquilla, were known as fellow-
laborers in Christ with the apostle Paul. Their expertise as  teachers enabled 
them to  explain  the  way  of  God  more  accurately  to  Apollos  of 
Alexandria, another important leader of the early church. (Acts 18:25-26). 

 

W 
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Another associate of Paul's, Lydia, a seller of purple  dye, opened her 
home for ministry (Acts 16:40), as did many other Christian women in the 
Roman empire, including the "elect lady" to whom John addressed his 
second epistle. Close examination of 2 John would suggest that she was 
functioning in a pastoral capacity, as would also have been the case for 
Lydia (Acts16:40), Nympha (Colossians 4:15), and Chloe (I Corinthians 
1:11). Phoebe was a leader of the Church at Cenchrea. In (Romans 16:1,2) 
Paul commanded the members of the church at Rome to receive her as 
such, and to help her in whatever manner she requested. Paul also 
mentions that Andronicus and Junia were outstanding among the apostles 
(Romans 16:7), and there is little doubt that Junia was a feminine name. 
Both John Chrysostom and Jerome made  reference to her as a woman 
apostle, and no commentator referred to her as a man until the late 
thirteenth century. 

Martyrs for Their Faith 

As Christianity spread, women along with their male contemporaries, 
lived their faith "even unto death," and through heroic deeds of love, 
helped build the foundations of God's Kingdom in their countries. In the 
early fourth century, Catherine of Alexandria defended the faith at 
Alexandria before philosophers and courtiers, before she was tortured to 
death by Maxentius, the son of the Roman Emperor, Maximian. At about 
the same time, Dorothy of Caesarea in Cappadocia was martyred (A.D. 
313). As she was being led to her execution, Theophilus, a lawyer, taunted 
her, asking her for a basket of flowers and fruit. Soon afterward, a child 
came to her with a basket laden with roses and apples. She sent this 
to Theophilus, who as a result of this incident became a Christian and 
later gave his own life as a martyr. 

Faith Champions 

Macrina the Younger (A.D.328-380) was founder of a religious community 
for women in the Eastern Church. With her brothers, Basil the Great and 
Gregory of Nyssa, she was a pioneer in the monastic life. She healed, 
prophesied, and actively spread the faith. John Chrysostom wrote of her 
that "she was a great organizer, and independent thinker, and as well-
educated as Basil himself." After the death of her mother, she reared and 
educated her younger brother Peter, who became Bishop of Sebaste. 
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Marcella (325-410) was an important teacher in the early church 
who was highly esteemed by Jerome. She was in the front lines in 
interacting with heretics and bringing them to a better understanding of 
Christian truth. Her palace on the Aventine Hill became a center of 
Christian influence. At one point, when a dispute arose in Rome concerning 
the meaning of the Scriptures, Jerome asked Marcella to settle it. Her 
Church of the Household was not only a house of study and prayer, but a 
center for deeds of Christian charity and sacrifice. It was here that another 
woman, Fabiola, received inspiration to establish the first hospitals in Rome. 
Marcella later established on the outskirts of Rome the first religious 
retreat for women. It was also atMarcella's Church of the Household that 
Paula (347-404) and her daughter, Eustochium, first made their decision to 
assist Jerome in his Latin translation of the Bible. They went to 
Bethlehem in order to aid him in this work, revising and correcting his 
translations and making new Latin translations from the Hebrew and 
Greek texts. In turn, Jerome dedicated some of his books to them. Paula 
founded three convents and a monastery in Bethlehem, where Biblical 
manuscripts were copied. This became a model for what soon became the 
universal practice at  monasteries for many centuries. 

Genevieve (422-500) lived in Paris when Attila and his Huns 
invaded France in 451. She assured the inhabitants of Paris that God would 
protect them if they would pray. While the men prepared for battle, she 
persuaded the women to pray for hours in the church. Then, after Attila 
destroyed Orleans, he decided not to touch Paris. At a later time, she was 
said to have averted a famine in Paris and the surrounding cities by 
distributing miraculous gifts of bread. 

Bridget, also known as Bride (455-523), inspired the convent system 
that made an indelible impact upon life in Ireland. After settling in Kildare, 
she built for herself and her female friends a house  for  refuge  and  
devotion.  As  other  houses  were  founded through her missionary efforts, 
she became known as the "mother abbess" of all of Ireland. 

Theodora I (500-548), wife of the emperor Justinian, was an 
important and influential Christian. A woman of outstanding intellect and 
learning, she was a moral reformer. Justinian, as Christian Emperor, was, 
for all practical purposes, head of the Church of his generation, and his wife, 
as Empress, shared his power to select church leaders. The inscription 
"Theodora Episcopa" (Bishop fem.)" at the Basilica of Sts. Prudentia and 
Praexedis in Rome, may have been a reference to the Empress. 
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Hilda (614-680) was appointed by Aidan as abbess of the convent at 
Hartlepool in County Durham in 649. Ten years later, she founded a 
double monastery for men and women at Whitby in Yorkshire, which 
became world famous as a school of theology and literature. Five of her 
disciples became bishops and a sixth, Caedmon, became the earliest 
known English poet. 

Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179) was a German abbess, and 
writer known throughout all of Europe. Skilled in subjects as diverse as 
theology, medicine and politics, she did not hesitate to rebuke the sins of 
the greatest men of her time in both Church and state. She exerted a 
wide influence among many people, including the Emperor Frederick 
Barbarossa and various kings, prelates, and saints. Many miracles were 
attributed to her during her lifetime. 

Clare (1193-1253) was co-founder, with Francis of Assisi,  of the Poor 
Clares, a mendicant order which spread rapidly  through Italy and into 
France, Germany, and Spain. In 1249, when she was lame, her convent 
was attacked by a group of Saracens. She told the sisters to carry her to 
the door of the monastery, then addressed the Saracens and prayed aloud 
that God would "deliver the defenseless children whom I have nourished 
with Thy love." She heard a voice answer "I will always have them in my 
keeping," and turning to the sisters, she said, "Fear not." At this moment, 
the Sar scrambled down the walls of the cloister, recoiling from her 
valiant words. Clare's care for the poor was a tremendous inspiration to 
Elizabeth of Hungary (1207-1231), a princess who, in the last  years of  her 
short life, led a life of rigorous self-sacrifice and service to the poor and 
sick. 

Some other significant women of the thirteenth through fifteenth 
centuries included Hechthild of Magdeburg, Gertrude the Great, Angela of 
Foligno, Bridget of Sweden, Catherine of Sienna, Catherine of Sweden, 
Margery Kempe, Julian of Norwich, Joan of Arc, Catherine of Genoa, 
Isabella of Castile, and Maragaret Beaufort. 

Great Reformers 

During the Reformation, a member of the Bavarian nobility, Argula 
von Grumback (1492-1563), challenged the Rector and all of the faculty of 
the University of Ingolstadt to a debate in which she would defend the 
principles of the Protestant Reformation. She offered to base this debate 
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upon a translation of the Bible published prior to the outbreak of the 
Reformation. She was permitted to present her position in 1523 in 
Nuremberg before the heads of the Empire. Martin Luther wrote of her, 
"that most noble  woman, Argula von Stauffer, is there making a valiant 
fight with Great Spirit, boldness of speech and knowledge of Christ." Her 
extensive education and fine critical abilities enabled her to become a force 
to be reckoned with. She conducted church meetings in her home and 
officiated at funerals. 

Two  other  important  leaders   of   the   Protestant Reformation 
were Margaret of Navarre (1492-1549) and her daughter, Jeanne d'Albret 
(1528-1572), the grandmother and mother of King Henry IV of France, who 
issued the Edict of Nantes, granting religious toleration to the French 
Protestants for almost a century. Jeanne d'Albret held services of the new 
Reformed faith in her palace apartment. A friend of John Calvin, she 
also used her palace as an institute for Reformation study. 

Leaders in Denominational Movements 

During the Puritan era, Anne Hutchinson (1591-1643), became influential 
in Boston, and opened her home to large classes of women. It is 
estimated that as many as eighty overflowed to the doorsteps of her 
house, at a time when Boston had a population of roughly 1,000 
people. These meetings grew rapidly, and soon men also began to 
attend. Among her loyal followers was Henry Vane, who served for a short 
time as governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Within two years of 
her arrival from England, she had the strongest following of any leader in 
the entire colony. Her large following, coupled with her strong exegetical 
and homiletical skills, deep Christian commitment and insightful 
understanding of spiritual truths, may have incurred the jealousy of 
several New England ministers, who became uncomfortable enough with  
her successes that she was accused of heresy and banished from the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1638. 

Margaret Fell (1614-1702), the mother of Quakerism, was an 
English peeress and wife of Judge Thomas Fell, member of the Long 
Parliament and Vice-Chancellor of Lancaster. Her home became a place of 
refuge and renewal for the persecuted Quakers for almost fifty years. She 
was arrested for holding Quaker meetings in her home, Swarthmoor Hall, 
and imprisoned for four years. After her release from prison, she visited 
Quakers in jails and traveled on horseback with her daughters and 
servants to remote farms and villages as an itinerant preacher. Many 
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people sought wisdom and advice from her, including Thomas Salthouse, 
and, of  course, George Fox, who married her number of years after the 
death of her husband. Because she had his blessing in her preaching 
ministry, she wrote many tracts and letters on the subject of women in 
ministry. 

Madame Guyon (1648-1717) was French woman who was 
imprisoned on several occasions for long periods of time because of her 
beliefs, but she was never known to complain about this. An author of 
forty books, including a twenty-volume commentary of the Bible, she had 
a wide following, particularly in France and Switzerland. Among those 
profoundly influenced by  her ministry was Archbishop Francois Fenelon. 

Barbara Heck (1734-1804) was the founder of the first Methodist 
congregation in America. 

Lady Selina Hastings, in England, Countess of Huntingdon (1707-
1791), founder of the Calvinistic Methodist denomination during the 
Evangelical Awakening, functioned as a bishop by virtue of her right as a 
peeress to appoint Anglican clergymen as household chaplains and assign 
their duties, and to purchase presentation rights to chapels, enabling her 
to decide who would conduct services and preach. Among the many 
chaplains whom she appointed and continued to finance for many 
decades was George Whitefield. In 1779, after sixty chapels were already 
functioning under her auspices, this practice was disallowed by a consistory 
court of London. Therefore, in order to continue to function, she was 
able, under the Toleration Act, to register her chapels as dissenting places 
of worship, known as "The Countess of Huntingdon's Connexion." 

Lady Selina frequently invited members of the aristocracy to her home 
to hear the preaching of the Wesleys, Whitefield, Isaac Watts, Philip 
Doddridge, Benjamin Ingham, John Fletcher, John Berridge, William 
Romaine, Henry Venn, and others. She founded Trevecca House on 
property adjoining the home of Howel Harris. A seminary for the training of 
ministers for all denominations, its first president was John Fletcher. Joseph 
Benson eventually became headmaster on John Wesley's recommendation. 
George Whitefield preached the inaugural sermon when it opened in 1768. 
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Notable American Preachers 

In America, two important preachers during the first years of the 
Second Awakening (1800-1808) were Deborah Pierce of Paris, N.Y. and 
Martha Howell of Utica. Phoebe Palmer (1807-1874), "The Mother of the 
Holiness Movement" began her ministry in 1835 with her Tuesday Meetings 
for the Promotion of Holiness, which continued for 39 years in New York 
City, where she lived with her husband, who was a physician. Hundreds of 
Methodist preachers, including at least five bishops, were profoundly 
affected by her ministry. The success of Phoebe Palmer's informal meetings 
encouraged other women to conduct the same type of ministry, and dozens 
of them sprang up throughout North America. These meetings brought 
together Christians of many denominations under the leadership of women, 
particularly among Methodists, Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Baptists, 
and Quakers. 

In 1858, Walter Palmer, Phoebe's husband, purchased the periodical 
GUIDE TO HOLINESS, which under her able editorship, grew in circulation 
from 13,000 to 30,000 subscribers. She   traveled widely with her 
husband, conducting evangelistic meetings during the summer months. In 
the fall of 1857, she and her husband traveled to Hamilton, Ontario, where 
they attracted crowds of several thousand people when an afternoon 
prayer meeting became a ten- day revival meeting during which four 
hundred people were converted to Christ. They experienced similar 
successes in  New York City and in England, where they preached for 
four years to packed houses at Leeds, Sheffield, Manchester, Birmingham, 
and dozens of other places. It is estimated that within her  lifetime, Phoebe 
Palmer brought over 25,000  people to faith in Christ. 

Catherine   Booth   (1829-1890),   with    her    husband, William 
Booth, founded the Christian Revival Association in 1865 and the 
Salvation Army in 1878. The Booths regarded the active participation 
of women to be vital to Christianity. Before 1865, when they were still 
Methodists, Catherine began preaching. Soon  after her pulpit debut, her 
husband became ill, and his slow recovery paved the way for her own 
preaching ministry. For a time, he was so ill that she had to take over his 
entire preaching circuit. She eventually became one of the most famous 
female preachers of England, and her last sermon was delivered to an 
audience of 50,000 people. 

Hannah Whitall Smith, author of THE CHRISTIAN'S SECRET OF A 
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HAPPY LIFE (1875) catalyzed the development of the Holiness movement 
in Britain and throughout Europe. Her activities in England led to the 
Keswick Convention in 1874. 

Leaders in the Pentecostal Movement  

Carrie Judd Montgomery was a healing evangelist considerable 
prominence beginning in 1879, and became a founding member, along 
with A. B. Simpson, of the Christian and Missionary Alliance in 1887. She 
later became a part of the Pentecostal revival and was ordained a 
minister by the Assemblies of God in 1917, continuing in ministry until 
1946. 

Maria B. Woodworth-Etter was also involved in the Holiness movement 
before she rose to prominence as an early Pentecostal leader. In 1884, 
she was licensed to preach by the Churches of   God general conference, 
founded by John Winebrenner in 1825. Within a few months of this time her 
meetings were already beginning to receive national press coverage, and 
in the late 1880s she started twelve churches, added 1,000 members, 
erected six  church buildings, and started several Sunday Schools. 

Her work at this time resulted in the licensing of twelve preachers. The 
revivals that she held at this time were accompanied with unusual 
manifestations of God's power, many healings, and mass conversions. 
During the early Pentecostal movement, Woodworth-Etter was in continual 
demand, becoming a featured speaker at the Worldwide Pentecostal Camp 
Meeting at Arroyo Seco, California, in April 1913. She founded the 
Woodworth-Etter Tabernacle in western Indianapolis in 1918, which she 
pastored until her death in 1924. 

Beginning in 1906 and 1907, Florence L. Crawford, Mabel Smith, Ivey 
Campbell, and Rachel A. Sizelove were some of the first women to spread 
the blessings of the early Pentecostal revival through their separate 
itinerant ministries. Florence Crawford planted and pastored several 
churches in the Pacific Northwest, founding and becoming general overseer 
of the Apostolic Faith Church based in Portland, Oregon, which later 
became part of the Open Bible Standard Denomination. 

Other pioneers of the Pentecostal movement in  the U.S. included Mrs. 
Scott Ladd, who opened a Pentecostal mission in Des Moines in 1907, the 
Duncan sisters, who had opened the Rochester Bible Training School at 
Elim Faith Home, "Mother" Barnes of St. Louis, Missouri, who, with her 
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son-in-law, B. F. Lawrence, held tent meetings in southern Illinois in the 
spring of 1908, and Marie Burgess, who preached in Chicago, Toledo, 
Detroit, and New York City, where she founded Glad Tidings Hall, which 
soon became an important center for the spread of the Pentecostal 
revival. Another early Pentecostal pioneer in New York was Miss Maud 
Williams (Haycroft). 

Canadian and European Pioneers of Pentecostalism 

In Canada, some early pioneers of the Pentecostal movement included 
Ellen Hebden in Toronto, Ella M.Goff in Winnipeg, Alice B. Garrigus in 
Newfoundland, the Davis sisters in the Maritime provinces, Mrs. C. E. 
Baker in Montreal, and Zelma Argue throughout all of the Canadian 
provinces. Aimee Semple McPherson of Ingersoll, Ontario, began a 
preaching ministry in 1915 which began in Toronto and took her along the 
U.S. Eastern Seaboard and across the United States in 1918. She 
eventually founded Angelus Temple in 1923, where she continued as 
senior pastor until her death in 1944. 

An outstanding authoress and minister at the turn of the century was 
Jesse Penn-Lewis who was directly involved with the revival in Wales. Evan 
Roberts, the chief evangelist of the Welsh  revival joined Mrs. Lewis in 
penning some of her writings on  the overcoming life. Mrs. Lewis had a 
wide public ministry. Perhaps the most popular book she wrote was WAR 
ON THE SAINTS, a book on spiritual warfare.--m End of article— 

The women mentioned here are, of course, mere samplings of 
important figures that have been mightily used of God in every 
conceivable capacity of leadership in the church throughout history. It 
does not matter if they are from a particular camp that one might not 
subscribe to, the truth remains that God used these women to 
advance His purposes here on earth. It cannot be denied that God will 
use people from every gender, culture and economic class and even 
the devil himself, to accomplish His eternal purposes within people 
and nations in every generation. Therefore, women have been and are 
still be used in positions of ministry to accomplish His will upon this 
earth. 
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Chapter 4 

WOMEN IN MINISTRY: Today 

 
 

hy is it that men will allow women to go to foreign mission fields 
and teach heathen men, but will not allow the "heathen" men 
at home to be taught by these same women! It makes 

absolutely no sense to think that a female who is learned in the Scriptures 
cannot teach a male who is unlearned. Additionally, as has been stated, it is 
acceptable for many women to teach Sunday School children, and for 
mothers to teach their sons.  

Where do we draw the line and say to the women that can no longer 
teach a male once they reach a certain age? This may seem like a ridiculous 
scenario, yet there are those in the church who teach along these lines Those 
that are dogmatic in excluding women from the ministries of God are usually 
not walking in the Spirit in this area of their understanding. They see 
women after the flesh (viewing her sex), not after the Spirit (seeing her heart 

W 
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and calling). The Lord admonishes us in His Word that we are not to look at 
one another with regard to our sex, race, class or culture, but rather we are 
to see one another through spiritual eyes. 

(Gal 3:28)There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 

slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are 

all one in Christ Jesus. NKJV 

(2 Corinthians 5:16-17) Therefore,  from  now  on,  we 
regard no one according to  the  flesh  …Therefore,  if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have 
passed away; behold, all things have become new. NKJV 

Our problem is that we must learn to rightly divide all Scripture…                       
(2 Timothy 2:15) "Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." KJV 

God wants to use any person who will yield to His Spirit, regardless of 
that person's sex, social standing, cultural background or capabilities. We 
are a new creature in Christ and our life is what He has created it to be. He 
alone by His Spirit decides what abilities, spiritual gifts, and what member of 
His body we will function as. 

The Equipping Ministry 

The Lord gave gifts of His choosing to the church in the form of people 
(men and women) who would lead the church into perfection (Eph 4:11-12) 
And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the 
saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ… 
NKJV. 

It is the Lord who calls men and women to His ministry. The call goes 
out to "whosoever will" answer His call (invitation). First, we are called to 
salvation; then He calls us to be baptized in His Holy Spirit.  

As we continue to answer His call and follow Him, He then chooses 
those He wants to serve Him as ministry leaders. He chooses people for the 
ministry out of those who have walked in obedience to His other calls. He 
desires that all would choose to answer His calls and follow Him in 
obedience, but not all do so, therefore, He can only choose those who are 
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obedient. 

(Matt 22:14) For many are called, but few are chosen. KJV 

The men and women who have obediently answered the call are 
chosen and set in the ministry by Jesus Himself. Man's ordination does 
not qualify them, but the ordination of God does. Men and women who are 
led by the Holy Spirit will recognize those who are truly called and ordained 
by Him. They will recognize those women who are empowered by God’s 
anointing and called to ministry. As we have seen, God has used many 
modern day women in His service as well as women spoken of in the 
Bible. Madame Guyon, Catherine Booth, Jessie Penn-Lewis, Aimee Semple 
McPherson, Corrie Ten Boom and are only a few of the women on the list 
of great five-fold ministry gifts to the church. What are those gifts and 
that ministry? 

"(Eph  4:11)  And  His  gifts  were   (varied;   He Himself 
appointed and gave men to us,) some to be apostles 
(special messengers), some prophets (inspired preachers 
and expounders), some evangelists (preachers of the 
Gospel, traveling missionaries), some pastors (shepherds 
of His flock) and teachers'' AMP 

This Scripture in the Amplified Bible says God, "appointed and gave 
men to us." This does not merely mean just the male sex. The word men or 
male is not found in the original Greek text. Thus the meaning for this word 
men is human beings. Just as true saints of God are not just male, but 
includes also females. The man (human being) whom God created in the 
beginning which included male and female. Thus "men" are both male and 
female have a  responsibility to bring others into the maturity that they 
possess. This Amplified text goes on to say… 

(Eph  4:12-13)  "His  intention  was   the perfecting and the 
full equipping of the saints (His consecrated people), [that 
they should do] the work of ministering toward building 
up Christ's body (the church), [That it might develop] until 
we all attain oneness in the faith and in the 
comprehension of the full and accurate knowledge of the 
Son of God; that [we might arrive] at really mature 
manhood… the completeness of personality which is 
nothing less than the standard height of Christ's own 
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perfection—the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
the Christ, and the completeness found in Him'' AMP. 

The Lord has an exciting destiny for His saints (men and women) and 
desires that they come into perfection and maturity even as Christ walked in 
that perfection. The Lord sends those whom He chooses to bring about this 
maturing and perfecting. If we have been raised in a traditional church, the 
idea of coming into perfection may sound impossible—even heretical! Only 
because there is a lack of understanding regarding the literal meaning for 
the word perfection, which means wholeness or maturity. However, 
perfection is clearly a Biblical precedent and until we understand it and 
experience it we will not be able to understand God's full intention for His 
body. 

I also want to take this opportunity to state that the separation of laity 
and clergy is not God's plan for His people and never has been. Satan is 
always trying to bring division with the body of Christ so that true unity of 
the faith, which comes by all believing the same thing, will not occur. The 
issue of gender has been one he has used very effectively to divide us as 
Christians. In order for true unity to occur we must base our opinions an 
decisions as to what we believe by rightly dividing the word of God (2 Tim 
2:15). The Apostle Paul literally begged God’s people to do the 
following…  

(1 Cor 1:10) Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing , 
and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be 
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment (i.e. decisions and opinions).  NKJV 

All that are called to salvation are called to (invited to have) a full-time 
ministry for the Lord. This does not necessarily mean that all will be chosen 
to fill a ministry office of leadership or that they should leave their secular 
occupations to become a “professional” minister; but we all should devote 
their lives to the Lord and be as committed and active in witnessing, 
learning and growing in God. The leadership that God raises up are those 
men and women whom He trains for His work so this can be accomplished. 
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Further Questions 

† If Jesus wanted women to minister, how come all His disciples were 

men? 

Jesus could not choose women to be among the twelve because it 
would not be wisdom for men and women to be travelling about together 
when many of them were single. Also, the New Testament twelve male 
apostles fulfilled the "type and shadow" of the Old Testament twelve male 
patriarchs (Revelation 21:12, 14). However, this doesn't mean that he does 
not anoint women to fill an apostolic role today, as we already established in 
the case of Junia. 

Jesus had many women disciples. These included, Mary and Martha (John 
11:1-4) and many other women followers who supported Him.                            
(Luke 8:1-3)"And it came to pass afterward, that he went throughout every 
city and village, preaching and showing the glad tidings of the kingdom of 
God: and the twelve were with him. And certain women, which had been 
healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary called Magdalene, out of whom 
went seven devils, And Joanna the wife of Chuza Herod's steward, and 
Susanna, and many others, which ministered unto him of their substance." 
Jesus  indicates  in  the  following  text  that  He  considered His disciples to be 
His true family. 

 
"Behold my mother and my brethren! For whosoever 
shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the 
same is my brother, and sister, and mother" (Matthew 
12:49-50). KJV 

† What about the statement found in (1 Tim 2:13-14) that states “Eve 

was deceived and Adam was not “— doesn’t that disqualify women... to 

teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in silence?”                  

(1 Tim 2:12) NKJV 

As previously discussed, the context for the above statement is 
addressing the behavior of married women and not females remaining silent 
in the church (review the discussion of this subject in Chapter 2 on page 10). 
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The word silent has been proven to literally be defined as remaining 
undisturbed. We must admit that women are emotional beings! The issue 
regarding Eve being deceived in the above text is between Adam and 
Eve (a married couple). Eve as a wife embraced the lies of the serpent 
(Satan) and was deceived because what the serpent said got her upset—
and rather than be in silence (remaining undisturbed) she ran to Adam and 
through her teaching—which again literally means—what she 
communicated—that persuaded or influenced his will, which resulted in 
Adam (rebellion) choosing to sin. Adam did not exercise his headship 
(decision making for Eve’s protection and provision), but instead he allowed 
his wife’s deception to influence his will so he chose to disobey (and not 
because he was deceived like his wife). Rather than correct his wife, Adam 
allowed her conversation and disturbed state to usurp his authority to 
correct and protect her and thus rebel against God’s word. 

The assumption that many have made about these verses  is that... 
females are easily deceived, therefore, they are to be silent and not teach 
men—thus the context and the literal translation of the key words in the text 
prove this to be a false premise for women being excluded from ministry. It 
is true that women who are led by their emotions and not by the Holy Spirit 
will be easily deceived. However, we  must  dig  deeper  into  the  word  for  
God’s revealed truth—which is His manifold wisdom that—we as the church 
are to make known. 

(Eph 3:8-10) “...the unsearchable riches of Christ… which from the beginning of 

the ages has been hidden in God… to the intent that now the manifold wisdom 

of God might be made known by the church…” NKJV 

IN CONCLUSION 

For the most part women have been limited in traditional churches to 
certain positions that men would give them, but the Lord is restoring His 
people through the ministries of His five-fold ministers in these last days. 
Their mission is to prepare the entire body of Christ for His return. We are 
told by the Prophet Daniel that in the end times knowledge would increase 
(Dan 12:4). As the people of God go through the sanctification (healing and 
perfection) process and get rid of their erroneous doctrines and mindsets and 
go on to further maturity, their level of discernment and wisdom 
increases giving them clearer understanding (knowledge) of the word of  God 
in many things—including the role of women in God ordained ministry. 
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Many of the early church fathers set a pattern for a negative view of 
women for the history of the church, which certainly continues to be a 
pattern in many denominational churches. Ruth Tucker and Walter Liefeld 
point out that... 

Thomas Aquinas, considered to be one of the great medieval 
theologians, believed that women were inferior, dependent, 
dominated by sexual appetites, and unfit for any important role in 
society or in the church. Thus, Thomas Aquinas argued, as did all 
medieval male theologians (including Martin Luther), that women 
should be subordinate and submissive to men in virtually all 
matters. The implications of such views meant that women were 
often demeaned, harassed, and abused. Both civil and church law 
codes permitted wife beating although church law often stressed 
that such physical punishment should be done only with reason. 
Although extreme, the 1486 Witcbes' Hammer represents the 
ultimate denigration of women as completely inferior and as 
willing to cohabit with demons. As Tucker and Liefeld observe, 
"Indeed, the witchcraft frenzy of the late Middle Ages was one 
of the most sexist atrocities to have   occurred in all of history.” 11  

The Bible affirms, supports, and teaches by precept and example the 
equality in Christ for women and men, both in ministry and in marriage. 
Because the Bible, and in particular the New Testament, affirms, supports, 
and teaches a genuine mutuality and equality in Christ, this position 
should actively, even aggressively— be taught and acted upon in the 
church. This requires commitment and understanding, sensitivity and 
patience, love and forgiveness, humility and courage. We must set aside our 
personal opinions and prejudices and deal with our spots and blemishes 
regarding women in ministry and allow only the word of God to dictate what 
we believe and practice. God needs to be glorified through His church and 
this can only be done if we are willing to honor what is taught in His word. 

(Eph 5:25-27) …just as Christ also loved the church 
and gave Himself for her… that He might sanctify and 
cleanse her with the washing of water by the word… 
that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, 

                                                           
11 Ruth Tucker and Walter Liefeld, Daughters of the Church: Women and  Ministry from New Testament Times 

to the Present (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 19871, 164-65. Pg. 166 
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not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that 
she should be holy and without blemish. NKJV 
 

we  must  dig  deeper  into  the  word  for  God’s revealed truth—which is His 
manifold wisdom that—we as the church are to make known. 

(Eph 3:8-10) “...the unsearchable riches of Christ… which 
from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God… 
to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might 
be made known by the church (both men and women)…” 
NKJV 
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By filling out the form below and mailing it to us, we  will send your requested 
materials without charge to help equip you for the work of your ministry. 

NAME   

ADDRESS   

CITY   

STATE ZIP   

Check the boxes below to request the FREE materials you would like us to 
send... 

According to our faith and practice, we do not charge for our materials. 

For those wanting to help with our printing and shipping costs, please know is  

always a blessing to this ministry and checks may be made payable to 

EXTENDED LIFE CTM. 

□ Women In Ministry Booklet 

□ EXTENDED LIFE C.T.M. Resource Catalog 

□ Place me on the TRUMPET SOUNDS Newsletter mailing list 

Please send me the books or materials listed below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
EXTENDED LIFE Christian Training Ministry 

734 W. Water St. 
Hancock, MI 49930  

Visit us on the web: www.extendedlifeCTM.org 
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Other Books— by Karen E. Connell 

www.extendedlifeCTM.org 
 
 

ANATOMY FOR DECEPTION Even the Very Elect Will be Deceived  (305 pages) 
In this very timely book Karen Delves into various aspects of Satan’s hidden and 

disguised tactics that are plaguing many Christians. Having to deal with these things in 

her own life and ministry, has given her a foundation for exposing through Scripture 

many devastating deceptions.  

 
SPIRITUAL WARFARE A Biblical Perspective  (60 pages) 
Far too many Christians are falling prey to being mesmerized by flamboyant and spiritual 

looking ministers and ministries that are leading them down the garden path of deception, 

when it comes to the subject of spiritual warfare. This book is a must read for those 

wanting a clear Biblical perspective on spiritual warfare. 

 

The  Three  Fold  Cord  Healing  and  Deliverance  Manual 
                         & Teaching CD’s 225 pages 

Professing Christians often struggle with things like anger, insecurity and worth 

issues simply because they lack healing and deliverance in all areas of their being, 

(body soul and spirit). The Biblical principle of the three fold cord states “…a 

threefold cord  is not easily broken” (Eccl 4:12). This Manual and 24 CD 

companion teaching series, reveals how the three fold cord of rejection—bitterness—

pride are the foundation for many physical, physiological and spiritual problems. 

Karen Connell shares key Biblical truths given to her by God during years of seeking 

His word for answers to her own struggles as a Christian; because of the physical, 

emotional and sexual abuse experienced in her own life. What Karen shares in this 

manual is the result of her healing, deliverance and victory over compulsive and 

addictive behavior, rooted in insecurity, anger and fear coming from the forces of 

darkness. Ministers and Christians in all walks of life have found victory through the 

use of this material. You can too! 

 

NORMALIZING EVIL: Through False Teaching (70 pages) 

Many Christians are not aware that they have been infected with deadly 
deceptions that have subtly invaded the body of Christ during the past few 
decades. This book examines popular doctrines and beliefs in light of the 
Scriptures. 
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Spiritual Gifts Manual (147 pages) 

This Spiritual Gifts Manual covers such subjects as:                                       
The different categories of gifts and their purpose                                                         
How to identify the true operation and motivation                                                                
Identifying spiritual gifts—and understanding how to receive these gifts 

Investigating and Experiencing the Glory of God (95 pages) 

This book is serious study from a biblical perspective on a most important but 
often misunderstood subject known as “the glory of God.” Karen reveals the 
Scriptural patterns for entering into the genuine manifestation of His glory 
and the importance for understanding the true glory of God, which exposes 
the many counterfeit manifestations for what is often embraced as the glory of 
God. 

 

 

 

 

 

To listen to Karen’s audio teachings online or to read 
these books on line and other resources visit our website 

at: 

www.extendedlifeCTM.org 

 

You may contact Karen at: 

Extended_life@hotmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.extendedlifectm.org/
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